STIA 3262

Culture and Reproductive Medicine, Science & Technology
Fall 2025; Thurs. 2:00 – 4:30 PM
ROOM: Car Barn 302-A
Professor Cecilia Van Hollen; Email: cv372@georgetown.edu
Office: Rm. 302-E ICC, Asian Studies, Georgetown University

Office hours: Wednesdays 1-3 PM by appointment (or other times if needed)
This course also counts for:
Anthropology Major

CULP Major 
SFS Pathways to Social Justice

Minor in Medical Humanities

B.S. in Global Health

Course description:

This course examines social and cultural dimensions of reproductive medicine, science and technology in a global context. The focus is on medical anthropological ethnographic research and analysis of reproductive medicine and technology. Topics to be examined include the biomedical management of pregnancy and birth; racism and reproductive healthcare; global reproductive health interventions; maternal mortality, reproductive governance and population control/birth control; the politics of abortion in global contexts; assisted reproductive technologies/fertility treatments; reproduction and LGBTQ+ issues; selective reproductive technologies and disability rights; and environmental reproductive justice. Themes and theories addressed include gender and feminist analyses; biomedicalization; stratified reproduction; authoritative knowledge, power, and resistance; reproductive governance; reproductive rights and reproductive justice; intersectionality; responsibilization; and queering reproduction. The course explores changes in reproductive healthcare in the context of globalization, under different state regimes, and within diverse sociocultural contexts. An understanding of the influence of culture and social relations on reproductive health is crucial for the development of public and global health policy and practice. Students will be introduced to ethnographic research methods and writing through course readings and by conducting ethnographic interviews and analysis.
This course will be of interest to students in STIA/STS studies; global and public health; anthropology, culture and politics; gender studies; and Asian Studies, among others. This is a seminar-style course; emphasis is on full participation in class discussions and on student oral presentations of course materials.   

The major goals of this course are:

· To gain knowledge of the field of the anthropology of reproduction as a sub-field within medical anthropology. 

· To gain knowledge about sociocultural studies of reproductive medicine, science and technology; theories of biomedicalization; feminist and intersectional analyses of reproduction; theories of reproductive rights/justice/governance; the political economy of health/social determinants of health/health disparities. 
· To gain introductory knowledge of diverse sociocultural contexts. 
· To gain knowledge of ethnographic research methods and ethnographic writing.

· To gain skills in critical analysis, research, writing, and oral presentation. 
Required Books:

Davis, Dána-Ain. 2019. Reproductive Injustice: Racism, Pregnancy, and Premature Birth. New York: New York University Press.
Available online at GU library: 
https://www-jstor-org.proxy.library.georgetown.edu/stable/j.ctv12fw5vq

Wendland, Claire. 2022. Partial Stories: Maternal Death from Six Angles. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Available online at GU library: 

https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.proxy.library.georgetown.edu/lib/georgetown/detail.action?docID=6887902
Van Hollen, Cecilia and Nayantara Sheoran Appleton, eds. 2024. A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley Blackwell. 

Available online at GU library: 

https://onlinelibrary-wiley-com.proxy.library.georgetown.edu/doi/book/10.1002/9781119845379

Recommended Books:

Teman, Elly and Zsuzsa Berend, Art by Andrea Scebba. 2025. A Tale of Two Surrogates: A Graphic Narrative on Assisted Reproduction. University Park, PA: Penn State University Press. 
Available online at GU library: 

https://www-jstor-org.proxy.library.georgetown.edu/stable/10.5325/jj.21874060
All books are available at the GU bookstore and on 2-hour reserve at the main library. You can also purchase them second-hand online for a reduced price. The library may have Online Electronic versions of some of the books.
Required Articles/Chapters:

In addition to the books, there are a series of required journal articles and stand-alone book chapters (see the Course Schedule below). All readings not found in the books listed above, as well as additional resources, will be posted in the Pages section on the course Canvas site and will be placed in the appropriate Weekly Module on Canvas.

Recommended/Optional articles and chapters:

There are several Recommended/Optional journal articles and stand-alone book chapters (see the Course Schedule below). All of these will be posted on the course Canvas site and will be placed in the appropriate weekly Module on Canvas.

Required Films:
We will also be viewing the films listed below for class. We will watch most of the films in class; on some occasions, you may be required to watch a film (or part of a film) on your own time if we do not have time to watch the whole film in class. 
The Business of Being Born. 2008. Executive Producer Riki Lake; Director Abby Epstein; Ample Productions & Barranca Productions.  (87 mins) 
Made in India: A Film about Surrogacy. 2010. Rebecca Haimowitz & Vaishali Sinha, Women Make Movies. (97 minutes)

Motherland: Bayang ina mo. 2017. Directed by Ramona Diaz. (94 mins)

Something Like A War. 1991. Director/Producer: Deepa Dhanraj. N & N Productions (India). Distributed by Women Make Movies. (52 mins)
Optional Films (to watch at home if interested)

“La Operacion.” 1981. 38 minutes.

Film about sterilization in Puerto Rico.

Here is the link: https://www.dailymotion.com/video/xpu79i
“Family Planning.” 1968. Walt Disney Productions for the Population Council. (10 mins, 21 seconds). https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2DkiceqmzU
You can access the Required Films from the course Canvas site and watch them directly from there. 

For all of the required films (EXCEPT “Something Like a War”), go to Share Stream-MediaManager on the course Canvas site. Click on “Videos” and find the title of the film listed. Click on the desired title and watch the film online.
Here is the link to watch the film: “Something Like a War.” Follow this link to access it on Kanopy through the GU library:

https://www.kanopy.com/en/georgetownu/video/67179 
I reserve the option to change the readings and films based on current events, new literature/films, or student interest.
Trigger Warnings: The readings and films for this course include content that may be triggering or may make you uncomfortable. For example, films show depictions of women giving birth and of women undergoing sterilizations. Readings include discussions on abortion, birth control, maternal and infant mortality, infertility, racism, sexism, and discrimination against LGBTQ+ communities, and disabilities, among other things. I will not be giving trigger warnings for individual readings and films but want you to be prepared to encounter such topics in course materials and course discussions and to be sensitive to the fact that these could be triggering for people in our class conversations. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1. Attendance and Participation. Attend class regularly, keep up with the reading, and participate actively in class. This is a reading-and-discussion intensive seminar. A large portion of your grade will be determined based on your preparation and participation in seminar discussion.
2. Oral presentations on class readings. Each student is required to give one in-class oral presentation on the weekly readings. 

[NOTE: if the course enrollment is low, I reserve the right to increase this requirement to 2 presentations on the course readings]
The date for your presentation will be determined at the beginning of the semester.
Each presentation will be 15 minutes in length followed by discussion. You should prepare a PowerPoint (or other kind of presentation) along with your presentation. You need to post the PowerPoint presentation on the Discussion thread called “Week # Presentations on Readings” that will be included in the weekly Module on Canvas and will be available for all students in the class. 
You must post the PowerPoint by 9AM on the day of your presentation. 
In your presentation, you are expected to do the following things:

1) briefly introduce the key points of the reading(s) for the week.
2) provide your critique (positive and/or negative) of the readings.
3) comment on how these readings relate to other readings and/or films in the course.
4) comment on how this work expands our understanding of sociocultural dynamics of reproductive medicine, science and technology in a global context.

5) Provide two discussion questions (These should be broad questions to foster conversation. Include your questions in your PowerPoint). [You may want to design a small group project for the class to go along with the questions, although that is not required].
If you are presenting on more than one piece (e.g. 2-3 articles by the same author or by different authors as opposed to chapters of one book by one author), you should integrate the key points/themes/critiques/discussion questions, etc. in your presentation instead of presenting on each piece separately.

Assume that everyone has already done the reading before coming to class. It is important that you do not simply outline the content of the reading. Instead, you should focus on a discussion of how you are engaging with the readings. Thus, the section on your own critiques is important.
3. Essays. You will write two essays based on course materials during the semester. The topic of these essays may be identified by you, but must be within the overarching topic of the course and utilize only the readings and films assigned in the course—no external sources are allowed.
These essays serve as a way to deepen your understanding of concepts introduced in course readings, films, and discussions. The essays may be a critique, analysis of concept, a comparison, or a reflection on the relationship between sociocultural context and reproduction. Each essay should consider how the topic addressed can help improve public and/or global reproductive health policy and practice.
Each essay will be 5-7 double-spaced pages. [Page totals include bibliography, figures, and graphs; all papers should be 12 pt, Times New Roman, 1-inch margins.] 
Essay #1:

DUE in class on October 16: (bring stapled hardcopy to class) 

Essay #1 should draw ONLY on course readings and films up through Week 7 (Oct. 9). It should include reference to at least FIVE (5) of the course materials covered in this section of the course. 
Essay #2:

DUE in class on November 13 (bring stapled hardcopy to class) 

Essay #2 should draw ONLY on course readings and films. It should include reference to at least FIVE (5) of the course materials covered between Week 8 (Oct. 16) and Week 12 (Nov. 13). Although the FOCUS should be on materials covered in the second half of the class, you can also include materials from the first half of the class in addition to the 5 from the second half of the class. 
4. Ethnographic interview project. You are required to conduct ethnographic interviews with at least three people based on a research question related to the anthropology of reproduction that you develop in consultation with me (Professor Van Hollen). You will then write an 8-10 page double-spaced ethnographic paper based on your interviews. [*Page totals include bibliography, figures, and graphs; all papers should be 12 pt, Times New Roman, 1-inch margins.]
I will explain the ethnographic interview project and the project proposal in class. 
For this project, you are required to write:

a) 1 page single-space project proposal + preliminary bibliography: due in class on Thursday, September 25 (Bring stapled hardcopy to class)
b) 8-10 page double-space ethnographic project paper is due by Sunday, December 14 (by 11:59PM/Midnight) to be submitted via Turnitin in the “Assignments” section on Canvas.
You are strongly encouraged to meet with me by appointment to discuss the ethnographic interview project before you submit the proposal and after I return your proposal.

5. Oral presentation of ethnographic interview project. Each student will give an oral presentation on the ethnographic interview project at the end of the semester. I will hand out the guidelines and schedules for the oral presentations of the research projects closer to the date of the presentations. 
Assessment:  

Class attendance and participation:
       
      15%

In-class oral presentations of readings:               
 15% 
                                          

Essays (5-7 pgs.) (20%each)






                 40%

Ethnographic interview project paper (8-10pgs):



                 25% 

Oral presentation on ethnographic project:    





      5%

Total
                                                 
                                                                           100%

COURSE POLICIES:

Attendance: More than 1 unexcused absence will result in lowering your grade. Absences are only considered excused with an official note from a doctor or from Georgetown University. 
Laptop Use: Laptops are permitted in the classroom but if extracurricular use is detected, laptops will be banned (unless accommodations are needed).  
Late Assignment Policy: A late paper will be graded down one grade for every day it is late, including weekends. This means a B paper would become a B- paper if it is 1 day late and a C+ paper if it is 2 days late, etc.

· Missed oral presentations of readings cannot be made up without an official note. An alternative written assignment may be required to make up excused missed oral presentation.

Academic Integrity Policy: We will strictly follow the Georgetown University formal policies and standards of academic integrity. You are responsible for educating yourself about the Georgetown Honor System Policies found here: https://honorcouncil.georgetown.edu/honor-system-policies-2/honor-system-policies/#i-introduction. 

I expect each student to complete original, independent work. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. You may brainstorm ideas using AI-technology but your analysis and writing must be your own independent work. Proper citation of all sources (including AI) is essential. Direct use of AI-generated content in a paper without proper citation is considered a form of plagiarism. If you are ever unclear about what constitutes academic dishonesty, it is your responsibility to contact me or another university resource for clarification. 

I am obliged to report a case to the Honor Council.  
Writing Center: Since writing is a valued part of this class, I encourage you to visit the Writing Center (217a Lauinger) and work with one of the Center’s trained tutors. You can share your writing with student peers at the Writing Center before submitting drafts for this class. While you will always be solely responsible for the writing you submit and the Center’s tutors will not do your work for you, Writing Center tutors can talk you through any stage of your writing process, from brainstorming a thesis and organizing your thoughts to revising, editing and proofreading. To set up an appointment, visit http://writingcenter.georgetown.edu.  

Grades: I use the following grading cut-offs:  ≥94%=A; 90-93.9%=A-; 87-89.9%=B+; 84-86.9=B; 80-83.9=B-; 77-79.9=C+; etc.  

Learning Accommodations:
If you have a disability that may affect your academic work or well-being and for which accommodations may be necessary, I encourage you to approach me within the first two weeks of the course (or, in other circumstances, as soon as possible after accommodation becomes necessary) so that I can arrange for your needs to be met in this regard. You will also need to contact the Academic Resource Center (http://academicsupport.georgetown.edu), located in Leavey Center so that they can provide me with the necessary documentation for your accommodation needs.
Health and Wellness Contacts:
When it comes to issues around mental health and wellness, you may face challenges in your time at Georgetown. It is important to be aware of the resources available to support you. You are also always welcome to call CAPS at 202-687-6985 (located in 1 Darnell Hall).  
COURSE SCHEDULE:
Week 1:
Introduction to Course
Aug. 28 

Required Film: To Watch in Class (begin watching)
The Business of Being Born. 2008 (87 minutes) 
[CANVAS- Share Stream-MediaManager]
Week 2:
Biomedicalization of Reproduction
Sept. 4
Required reading:

Van Hollen & Appleton. 2024. “Introduction: Tracing the Arc of the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology.” In Van Hollen & Appleton, eds. A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. Pp. 1-38 (You can skim pp 14-35) [CANVAS]

Davis-Floyd, Robbie. 1987. “The Technological Model of Birth” The Journal of American Folklore. 100 (398): 479-495. [CANVAS]

Jordan, Brigitte. 1993. (Chapter 6) “The Achievement of Authoritative Knowledge in an American Hospital Birth.” In Jordan, Brigitte. Birth in Four Cultures: A Cross-Cultural Investigation of Childbirth in Yucatan, Holland, Sweden, and the United States.” Prospect Heights, Illinois: Waveland Press. Pp.151-168. [CANVAS]
Recommended Reading/Optional:
Martin, Emily. 1991. “The Egg and the Sperm: How Science Has Constructed a Romance Based on Stereotypical Male-Female Roles.” Signs, Vol. 16, No. 3: 485-501. [CANVAS]
Wentzell, Emily, Maral Erol, and Salih Can Aciksöz. 2024. “Anthropologies of Men, Masculinities, and Reproduction.” Chapter 11 In Van Hollen & Appleton, eds. A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. Pp. 203-218. [CANVAS]

Required Film: To Watch in Class (finish watching)
The Business of Being Born. 2008 (87 minutes) 
[CANVAS- Share Stream-MediaManager]

Week 3:  
Biomedicalization, Reproduction, and Racism
Sept. 11
4:00-4:30 PM Zoom discussion with Professor Melicia Escobar, Midwife and Director of Georgetown University Nurse-Midwifery Program
Required reading:
Davis, Dána-Ain. 2019. Reproductive Injustice: Racism, Pregnancy, and Premature Birth. New York: New York University Press.  
[Read the Whole Book BUT Chapters 4 & 5 are Optional]
Available online at GU library: 

https://www-jstor-org.proxy.library.georgetown.edu/stable/j.ctv12fw5vq
Recommended Reading/Optional:
Davis, Dána-Ain. 2019. Reproductive Injustice: Racism, Pregnancy, and Premature Birth. New York: New York University Press.  [Chapters 4 & 5] 

Edu, Ugo. 2024. “Race, Racism, and Reproductive Justice.” Chapter 14 In Van Hollen & Appleton, eds. A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. Pp. 250-265. [CANVAS]
Week 4:
Biomedicalization of Reproduction and Global Health Interventions
Sept.18


Required reading:

Varley, Emma and du Plessis, Elsabé. 2024. “The Global Safe Motherhood Initiative’s ‘Unintended Consequences.’” Chapter 6 In Van Hollen & Appleton, eds. A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. Pp. 121-137. [CANVAS]

Berry, Nicole. 2008. “Who’s Judging the Quality of Care? Indigenous Maya and the Problem of ‘‘Not Being Attended.’’ Medical Anthropology. 27(2):164–189. [CANVAS]
Hildebrand, Vanessa. 2012. “Scissors as Symbols: Disputed Ownership of the Tools of Biomedical Obstetrics in Rural Indonesia. Culture, Medicine, and Psychiatry 36 (3): 557-570. [CANVAS]

Recommended Reading/Optional:
Van Hollen, Cecilia. 2003. “Invoking Vali: Painful Technologies of Modern Birth in South India” Medical Anthropology Quarterly. 17(1): 49-77. [CANVAS]
Guerra-Reyes, Lucía. 2024. “The Promise of Interculturalidad: Contestations of Culture for Indigenous Birth Care.” Chapter 3 In Van Hollen & Appleton, eds. A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. Pp. 70-86. [CANVAS]

Required Film: To Watch in Class
Motherland: Bayang ina mo. 2017. Directed by Ramona Diaz. (1 hour, 34 mins) [CANVAS- Share Stream-MediaManager]
Week 5:
Maternal Mortality (Malawi and beyond)
Sept 25
Assignment:

Ethnographic Interview Project Proposal Due in Class
Bring stapled hardcopy to class.
3:15-4:30 PM: Guest Speaker (via Zoom) - Dr. Claire Wendland
Required reading:
Wendland, Claire. 2022. Partial Stories: Maternal Death from Six Angles. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

READ: Introduction, Chapters 2, 3, 6, Conclusion (Also read the short narratives that come before each of the chapters).

NOTE: There is an intentional blank page in the Conclusion so make sure you read the full conclusion.
Available online at GU library: 

https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.proxy.library.georgetown.edu/lib/georgetown/detail.action?docID=6887902
Recommended Reading/Optional:
Wendland, Claire. 2022. Partial Stories: Maternal Death from Six Angles. Chicago: Chapters 1, 4, 5

Hildebrand, Vanessa. 2024. “Counted: Understanding the Problem, Perception, and Reaction to Global Maternal Mortality.” Chapter 7 In Van Hollen & Appleton, eds. A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. Pp. 138-152. [CANVAS]
Week 6:
Reproductive Governance: Population and Birth Control 
Oct 2:

Required reading:
Appleton, Nayantara Sheoran. 2024. Hormonal Contraception: From Demographic Histories to Pleasurable Futures?” Chapter 19 In Van Hollen & Appleton, eds. A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. Pp. 332-348. [CANVAS]
Van Hollen, Cecilia. 2003. “Moving Targets: The Routinzation of IUD Insertions in Public Maternity Wards” (Chapter Five). Birth on the Threshold: Childbirth and Modernity in South India. Berkeley: University of California Press. Pp. 141-165. [CANVAS]
Huang, Yu-Ling and Chia-Ling Wu. 2018. Chapter 4. “New Feminist Biopolitics for Ultra-low-fertility East Asia” In Adele Clarke and Donna Haraway, eds. Making Kin Not Population. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. Pp. 125-144. [CANVAS]
Recommended Reading/Optional:
Morgan, Lynn and Elizabeth Roberts. 2012. “Reproductive governance in Latin America” Anthropology and Medicine 19(2): 241-254 [CANVAS]

Senderowicz, Leigh and Rishita Nandagiri. 2025. “Thirty years of ‘strange bedmates’: The ICPD and the nexus of population control, feminism, and family planning.” Population Studies. Open Access: 1-21. [Canvas]
Required Film: To watch in Class

Something Like A War. 1991. Director/Producer: Deepa Dhanraj. N & N Productions (India). Distributed by Women Make Movies. (52 mins). 

Follow this link to access film on Kanopy through the GU library: 

https://www.kanopy.com/en/georgetownu/video/67179 

Optional Films (to watch at home if interested)

“Family Planning.” 1968. Walt Disney Productions for the Population Council. (10 mins, 21 seconds). https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2DkiceqmzU
“La Operacion.” 1981

Film about sterilization in Puerto Rico.

Here is the link: https://www.dailymotion.com/video/xpu79i
Week 7:
 Reproductive Governance: Abortion
Oct. 9
Required Reading:
Unnithan, Maya, Silvio DeZordo, Astrid Blystad, and Karen Marie Moland. 2024. “Anthropology of Abortion.” Chapter 20 In Van Hollen & Appleton, eds. A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. Pp. 349-364. [CANVAS]
Mishtal, Joanna. 2009. “Matters of conscience: the politics of reproductive healthcare in Poland.” Medical Anthropology Quarterly 23 (2): 161-183. [CANVAS]
Singer, Elyse Ona. 2016. “From Reproductive Rights to Responsibilization: Fashioning Liberal Subjects in Mexico City’s New Public Sector Abortion Program.” Medical Anthropology Quarterly.  Vol. 31, Issue 4, pp. 445–463. [CANVAS]
Buchbinder, M; Mishtal, J.; Singer, E.; Wendland, C. 2022. “Society for Medical Anthropology Statement on Supreme Court Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization Decision.” Medical Anthropological Quarterly. Vol 36 (4): pp. 433–441. [CANVAS]

Recommended Reading/Optional:
Freeman, E., Coast, E. and Murray, S.F. 2017. “Men's roles in women's abortion trajectories in urban Zambia.” International Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health 43 (2): 89-98. [CANVAS]

Cromer, Risa. 2018. “Saving embryos in stem cell science and embryo adoption.” New Genetics and Society. Vol. 37, No. 4: 362–386. [CANVAS]
Week 8:
Assisted Reproductive Technologies
Oct. 16
Assignment:

Essay # 1 Due in Class.

Bring stapled hardcopy to class. 

Required Reading: 
Roberts, Elizabeth. 2006. “God’s Laboratory: Religious Rationalities and Modernity in Ecuadorian In Vitro Fertilization.” Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry. 30: 507–536. [CANVAS]
Huang, Tianqi. 2022. “Road of No Return: Uncertainty, Ambivalence, and Change in IVF Journeys in China.” Medical Anthropology. 41(6–7): 602–615. 
Inhorn, Marcia, Daphna Birenbaum-Carmeli and Pasquale Patrizio. 2024. “The Egg Freezing Trifecta: Medical, Elective, and Transgender Fertility Preservation.” Chapter 25 In: Cecilia Coale Van Hollen and Nayantara Sheoran Appleton, eds. A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley Blackwell. Pp. 429-443. [CANVAS]
Recommended Reading/Optional:
Kahn, Susan Martha. 2002. “Rabbis and Reproduction: The Uses of New Reproductive Technologies among Ultraorthodox Jew in Israel.” In Inhorn and Valen Balen, eds. Infertility around the Globe: New Thinking on Childlessness, Gender and Reproductive Technologies. Pp. 283-297. Berkeley: University of California Press. [CANVAS]
Lee, Gracia J. 2024. “Reconciling moral discourses on choice, risk and pronatalism: the politics of elective egg freezing in Singapore.” Culture, Health, and Sexuality. 27(5): 608-622. 

Week 9:
Queering Reproduction
Oct 23             


Required Reading: 
Falu, Nessette and Craven Christa. 2024. “Queer Reproductive Futures.” Chapter 12. In: Cecilia Coale Van Hollen and Nayantara Sheoran Appleton, eds. A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley Blackwell. Pp. 219-233. [CANVAS]
Ferrara, Mel Lynwood. 2024. “Inconceivable: Cisnormativity and the Management of Trans and Intersex Reproduction.” Chapter 13. In: Cecilia Coale Van Hollen and Nayantara Sheoran Appleton, eds. A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley Blackwell. Pp. 234-249. [CANVAS]
Epstein, Rachel. 2018. “Space invaders: Queer and trans bodies in fertility clinics.” Sexualities Vol 21(7): 1039-1058. [CANVAS]
Dempsey, Deborah. 2013. Surrogacy, gay male couples and the significance of biogenetic paternity. New Genetics and Society 32 (1): 37-53. [CANVAS]
Recommended Reading/Optional:
Mamo, Laura. 2007. “Negotiating Conception: Lesbians’ Hybrid Technological Practices.” Science, Technology and Human Values. 32(3): 369-393. [CANVAS]
Smietana, Marcin, Charis Thompson and France Winddance Twine. 2018. “Making and breaking families – reading queer reproductions, stratified reproduction and reproductive justice together.” Reproductive BioMedicine and Society Online 7: 112-130. [CANVAS]
Week 10:
Transnational Surrogacy 
Oct 30
Required Reading:

Majumdar, Anindita. 2023. “Conceptualizing Surrogacy.” Chapter 24 In: Cecilia Coale Van Hollen and Nayantara Sheoran Appleton, eds. A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley Blackwell. Pp. 415-428. [CANVAS]
Pande, Amrita. 2009. “Not an ‘Angel’, Not a ‘Whore’: Surrogates as ‘Dirty’ Workers in India.” Indian Journal of Gender Studies. 16(2):141-173. [CANVAS]
Whittaker, Andrea. 2014. “Merit and money: The situated ethics of transnational commercial surrogacy in Thailand.” International Journal of Feminist Approaches to Bioethics. 7(2):100-120. [CANVAS]
Recommended Reading/Optional:
Teman, Elly and Zsuzsa Berend, Art by Andrea Scebba. 2025. A Tale of Two Surrogates: A Graphic Narrative on Assisted Reproduction. University Park, PA: Penn State University Press. 208 pages.
Available online @ GU library:
https://www-jstor-org.proxy.library.georgetown.edu/stable/10.5325/jj.21874060
Deomampo, Daisy. 2015. “Defining Parents, Making Citizens: Nationality and Citizenship in Transnational Surrogacy.” Medical Anthropology. 34(3): 2010-225. [CANVAS]

Required Film: To Watch in Class

Made in India: A Film about Surrogacy. 2010. Rebecca Haimowitz & Vaishali Sinha, Women Make Movies. (97 minutes)
[CANVAS- Share Stream-MediaManager]
Week 11:
Selective Reproductive Technologies & Disability
Nov. 6
Required Reading:

Ginsburg, Faye and Rapp, Rayna. 2024. “Cripping Reproduction: The Intersections of pregnancy and disability.” Chapter 16 In: Cecilia Coale Van Hollen and Nayantara Sheoran Appleton, eds. A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley Blackwell. Pp. 282-297. [CANVAS]
Rapp, Rayna. 1998. “Refusing Prenatal Diagnosis: The Meanings of Bioscience in a Multicultural World.” Science, Technology, & Human Values. 23(1): 45-70. [CANVAS]
Gammeltoft, Tine M. 2013. “Potentiality and Human Temporality: Haunting Futures in Vietnamese Pregnancy Care.” Current Anthropology, Vol. 54, No. S7, pp. S159-S171 [CANVAS]
Recommended Reading/Optional:
Cromer, Risa. 2020. “‘Our family picture is a little hint of heaven’: race, religion and selective reproduction in US ‘embryo adoption.’” Reproductive Biomedicine and Society Online. 11: 9-17. [CANVAS]
Kirksey, Eben. 2024. “CRISPR Enters the Fertility Clinic.” Chapter 26. In: Cecilia Coale Van Hollen and Nayantara Sheoran Appleton, eds. A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley Blackwell. Pp. 444-457. [CANVAS]

Week 12:
Reproduction and the Environment
Nov. 13
Assignment: Essay # 2 Due in Class (bring stapled hardcopy to class)
Required reading:
Dow, Katharine and Julieta Chaparro-Buitrago. 2024. “Toward Environmental Reproductive Justice.” Chapter 15 In: Cecilia Coale Van Hollen and Nayantara Sheoran Appleton, eds. A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley Blackwell. Pp. 266-281. [CANVAS]
Hoover, Elizabeth, Katsi Cook, et al. 2012. “Indigenous Peoples of North America: Environmental Exposures and Reproductive Justice.” Environmental Health Perspectives, 120(10), 1645-1649. [CANVAS]
Wahlberg, Ayo. 2018. “Exposed Biologies and the Banking of Reproductive Vitality in China.” Science, Technology, and Society, 23(2): 307-323. [CANVAS]

Recommended Reading/Optional:
Lamoreaux, Janelle. 2016. ‘What if the Environment is a Person? Lineages of Epigenetics in a Toxic China.’ Cultural Anthropology 31(2): 188-214. https://journal.culanth.org/index.php/ca/article/view/ca31.2.03 [CANVAS]
McMullen, Heather and Katharine Dow. 2022. “Ringing the Existential Alarm: Exploring BirthStrike for Climate.” Medical Anthropology. 41 (6-7): 659-673. [CANVAS]
Week 13:
Student presentations on ethnographic interview projects
Nov. 20
Nov 27: 
NO CLASS: Thanksgiving Break
Week 14:
LAST CLASS: Student presentations on ethnographic interview projects
December 4


Online Teaching Evaluations (bring laptops to class!!)
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14: Assignment: 
Ethnographic Interview Project Paper Due—to be submitted via Turnitin on CANVAS. Due by Midnight/ 11:59PM
13

