SPRING 2021 - U69 ANTHRO 4022
TRANSNATIONAL
RePrODUCTIVE HEALTH
IssUES: MEANINGS,
TECHNOLOGIES,
PRACTICES

Course Summary

This is a remote course about global reproductive justice.
The course is oriented toward surveying a broad spectrum
of anthropological work at the infersection of cross-
cultural concepts of health, kinship, gender, technologies,
and rights. These works look at how reproductive health is
practiced or challenged under various historical, political,

and economic conditions. Topics include state surveillance,
biotechnology, migration, medical landscapes, and
more. The course materials feature predominantly Black,
Indigenous, Feminist, and Queer scholarship within and
on the edges of Medical Anthropology.

Class Meetings
Thursdays, 5:30-8:00pm (ST
Office Hours

by appt on Calendly

Dick Powis, Ph.D. (he/him)
richard.powis@wustl.edu

Course Objectives
1. Overall, students should walk away with o sense
of how to see reproductive health issues as a lens for
looking af broader cultural politics of gender, sexuality,
and power.

2. Students will be familiarized and critically engaged
with historical and ongoing conversations within the
anthropology of reproduction and reproductive justice.

3. Students will develop o strong sense of
counterhegemonic citation praxis.
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https://calendly.com/richardpowis

Course Evaluation

Weekly Discussion (10%): Class session will consist of
discussions based on assigned readings and media for
the corresponding class date. The course is designed
around thinking deeply with the assigned material, so
while there isn't a lot to read for each class, you will be
expected to demonstrate thoughtful engagement with
the materials in class.

Weekly Response/Check-In (10%): One-page response
fo the assigned readings posted to the Canvas Discussion
for that week. | want to know what you think about the
readings and how (or if) you can relate them to previous
discussions. Please include a question you'd like to ask
or discuss in class. At the beginning of each class, you'll
be asked to “check in,” which means to take less than
two minutes to talk about what you thought or didn’t

understand about the readings and one thing you'd like
to talk about during that class meeting. You can “pass”
twice.

Leading Discussion (10%): At the beginning of the
semester, you'll need to sign up to lead the discussion
— probably with one other person — at some date in
the semester. The sign-up sheet is here. The day you
lead, you'll need to begin with a short (15-20 minute)
presentation that summarizes the readings, and then
have some discussion points or questions prepared for
the class. It helps to draw on the “check ins” for those
points as well.

Midterm Essay (30%): The midterm essay is an 8-10
page paper that draws themes and discussions from the
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14_gjMixmcta5xHGyHWYugMk2W3Xtujg-uUWdOM6GkNY/edit#gid=0
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https://www.luminosoa.org/site/books/m/10.1525/luminos.93/

Murphy, Michelle. 2013.
Seizing the Means of
Reproduction: Entanglements
of Feminism, Health, and
Technoscience. Durham, NC:
Duke University Press.

Vega, Rosalynn A. 2018. | 9
No Alternative: Childbirth,

(itizenship, and Indigenous ALTERNATIVE
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(ulture in Mexico. Austin, X~ cmzensur,
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University of Texas Press. cuLTuRe
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Wahlberg, Ayo. 2018. Good
Quality: The Routinization
of Sperm Banking in China.
Berkeley, CA: University of
California Press.

All other course materials are available on Canvas

Course Policies

Attendance: It you come to class and participate in
the discussion, you have a better chance of getting
good grade. | also understand that life (and non-life,
like viruses) can get in the way and that everyone has



https://students.wustl.edu/disability-resources/
https://students.wustl.edu/disability-resources/
https://wustl.edu/about/compliance-policies/academic-policies/undergraduate-student-academic-integrity-policy/
https://wustl.edu/about/compliance-policies/academic-policies/undergraduate-student-academic-integrity-policy/
https://studentaffairs.wustl.edu/

A note on course materials: The first six books above are on the following Course Agenda. | intend
for you to read them when they are assigned but | also understand that they engage with some
challenging topics, so | also want to give you some flexibility. For any reason whatsoever, at any time,
no questions asked, you may decide against reading one of the assigned books and choose one of
the three backup books instead. If you do choose to read a backup book instead of an intended book,
| assume you won't be a part of the in-class discussion of the intended book and so you'll need to
make up for that with a 5 page summary-response for the backup book and a brief presentation and
discussion on the last day of class.

o Martin, Emily. 1991. “The Egg and the Sperm:
How Science Has Constructed a Romance Based on

the Stereotypical Male-Female Roles”. Signs 16(3):
485-501.

o Pigg, Stacy Leigh. 1997. “Authority in
Translation: Finding, Knowing, Naming, and training
‘Traditional Childbirth Attendants” in Nepal”. In
Childbirth and Authoritative Knowledge: Cross-
Cultural Perspectives, Robbie E. Davis-Floyd and

Carolyn F. Sargent, eds. Pp. 233-62. Berkeley, CA:
University of California Press.
Week 2 (February 4) — Changing Birth in the Andes

e (uerra-Reyes, pg. 1-138

Week 3 (February 11) — Changing Birth in the
Andes

e Guerra-Reyes, pg. 139-229

Week 4 (February 18) — Reproductive Injustice

e Davis, pg. ix-114
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Week 5 (February 25) — Reproductive Injustice
e Davis, pg. 115-206

Week 6 (March 4) — Documenting Death [no

assignments due]

e Strong, pg. 1-109

Week 7 (March 11) — Documenting Death
e Strong, pg. 110-206
e Midterm Essay Due

Week 8 (March 18) — The Violence of Care
o Mullg, pg. 1-129

Week 9 (March 25) — The Violence of Care
o Mullg, pg. 130-229

Week 10 (April 1) — Reproduction on the
Reservation

e  Theobald, pg. 1-98




