Anthropology 2796 Spring 2016 
Medical Anthropology: Advanced Topics 
Instructor: Arthur Kleinman Teaching fellow: Annikki Herranen-Tabibi 
This course will review the latest and most advanced contributions to theory, methods  (especially ethnography), findings, as well as policy contributions in medical anthropology. It is  open to graduate students and advanced undergraduates. Because of the extent of the  readings and the intensity of the analysis, the course will be limited to 25 students.  Undergraduates must meet individually with Annikki Herranen-Tabibi before enrolling, and will  meet weekly for section in addition to the seminar.  
The requirements are weekly participation in the seminar meetings and a research  paper due Monday, April 18, at 5pm. Each student is responsible for leading one class  discussion and writing a précis for that week, as well as doing rapporteur’s notes for one week.  
Format: 
Each session will consist of a two-hour discussion.  
Requirements: 
• Active participation in seminar discussion.  
• Précis of one reading for the class. This review should consider the text on its own terms and then critically assess the book. The précis should be turned in on the Monday morning  before the session.  
• Rapporteur’s Notes on one discussion session, also to be turned in on the Monday morning  before the session.  
• A research paper, under 30 pages of text. Two hard copies of the completed paper must be  turned in by 5PM on Monday, April 18. 
• An evening session will be held in late March for workshopping students’ research paper  projects. There will additionally be an evening session on documentaries in medical  anthropology. Attendance is strongly recommended. 
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Seminar schedule:  
1/28 Introduction to the course:1 An Overview of Medical Anthropology a. Arthur Kleinman. “The Search for Wisdom: Why William James Still Matters.” Pp. 119- 137 in The Ground Between: Anthropologists Engage Philosophy, edited by Das, Veena,  Michael D. Jackson, Arthur Kleinman, and Bhrigupati Singh. Duke University Press, 2014. b. Kleinman, Arthur. "Caregiving as moral experience." The Lancet 380, no. 9853 (2012):  1550-1551. 
c. Das, Veena. “What does ordinary ethics look like?” Forthcoming in Four Lectures on  Ethics by Miachael Lambek, Veena Das, Didier Fassin and Webb Keane, HAU Masterclass  Series, Chicago.  
d. Farmer, Paul. “Bearing Witness” and “On Suffering and Structural Violence.” Pp. 23-50 in  Pathologies of power: Health, human rights, and the new war on the poor. University of  California Press, 2004. 
e. Anderson, Warwick. "Introduction: postcolonial technoscience." Social Studies of  Science (2002): 643-658. 
A. Theoretical development 
2/4 Situated biologies 
a. Margaret Lock. The Alzheimer Conundrum: Entanglements of Dementia and Aging.  Princeton University Press, 2015. 
b. Kleinman, Arthur. “What Is Specific to Biomedicine?” Pp. 119-137 in Writing at the  Margin: Discourse between Medicine and Anthropology. University of California Press,  1997. 
c. Margaret Lock. 2013. “The Epigenome and Nature/Nurture Reunification: A Challenge  for Anthropology.” Medical Anthropology: Cross-Cultural Studies in Health and Illness,  32:4, 291-308.  
d. Rapp, Rayna. “Chasing science: Children’s brains, scientific inquiries, family labors.”  Science Technology Human Values (2011) 36:662–684.  
2/11 Local biology  
a. Fullwiley, Duana. The Enculturated Gene: Sickle Cell Health Politics and Biological  Difference in West Africa. Princeton, NJ. Princeton University Press, 2011. 
1 Dear students: I do not expect you to get through all of these readings by the first or even second week of the  course. You may, however, wish to revisit their conceptual insights throughout the semester.
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b. Lock, Margaret, and Vinh-Kim Nguyen. “Biomedical Technologies in Practice” and “Local  Biologies and Human Difference” Pp. 17-31 and 83-110 in An Anthropology of  Biomedicine. John Wiley & Sons, 2010. NB: Ebook available via HOLLIS+. 
c. Horton, Sarah, and Judith C. Barker. "Stigmatized Biologies." Medical Anthropology  Quarterly 24.2 (2010): 199-219.  
2/18 The purposes of medical anthropology 
a. Iain Wilkinson & Arthur Kleinman. A Passion for Society: How We Think about Human  Suffering. Forthcoming, January 2016. 
b. Marcia C. Inhorn and Emily A. Wentzell, ed. Introduction, pp. 1-22 in  Medical Anthropology at the Intersections : Histories, Activisms, and Futures. Durham :  Duke University Press, 2012. 
2/25 Debating humanitarianism 
a. Liisa H. Malkki. The Need to Help: The Domestic Arts of International Humanitarianism. Duke University Press, 2015.  
b. Selections from Fassin, Didier. Humanitarian Reason: A Moral History of the Present.  University of California Press, 2011. 
c. M. Pandolfi, “Humanitarianism and Its Discontents,” in Forces of Compassion:  Humanitarianism between Ethics and Politics, ed. E. Bornstein and P. Redfield. Santa Fe,  NM: School for Advanced Research Press, 2010. 
d. Benton, Adia. "Exceptional Suffering? Enumeration and Vernacular Accounting in the  HIV-Positive Experience." Medical Anthropology 31, no. 4 (2012): 310-328. 
3/3 Neoliberalism 
a. Keshavjee, Salmaan. 2014. Blind spot: how neoliberalism infiltrated global health. University of California Press.  
b. Selections from Ong, Aihwa. Neoliberalism as exception: Mutations in citizenship and  sovereignty. Duke University Press, 2006. 
B. Ethnographic contributions 
3/10 Sexuality and reproduction I 
Zhang, Everett. The Impotence Epidemic. Men's Medicine and Sexual Desire in  Contemporary China. Duke University Press, 2015. 
Chen, Nancy N. Introduction, pp. 1-34. Breathing spaces: Qigong, psychiatry, and  healing in China. Columbia University Press, 2013.
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3/17 Spring recess – no class meeting 
3/24 Sexuality and reproduction II 
Inhorn, Marcia. Cosmopolitan Conceptions: IVF Sojourns in Global Dubai. Duke  University Press, 2015. 
Rapp, Rayna. "Gender, body, biomedicine: how some feminist concerns dragged  reproduction to the center of social theory." Medical Anthropology Quarterly 15, no. 4  (2001): 466-477. 
NB: Professor Kleinman will be travelling this week, and we will make arrangements to  either reschedule the seminar or have an instructor to substitute for him. 
3/31 Mental health I 
a. Jenkins, Janice. Extraordinary Conditions: Culture and Experience in Mental Illness.  University of California Press, 2015. 
b. Kleinman, Arthur. "Rebalancing academic psychiatry: why it needs to happen–and  soon." The British Journal of Psychiatry 201, no. 6 (2012): 421-422. 
NB: Workshop session on final paper projects will be held between 3/31 and 4/7 
4/7 Mental health II 
a. Abramowitz, Sharon Alane. Searching for Normal in the Wake of the Liberian War.  University of Pennsylvania Press, 2014. 
b. Kleinman, Arthur. "Culture, bereavement, and psychiatry." The Lancet 379, no. 9816  (2012): 608-609. 
c. Selections from Hinton, Devin and Byron Good. Culture and PTSD: Trauma in Global and  Historical Perspective. University of Pennsylvania Press, 2015. 
4/14 Care 
a. Stevenson, Lisa. Life beside itself: imagining care in the Canadian Arctic. Berkeley:  University of California Press, 2014. 
b. Introduction to Professor Kleinman’s forthcoming book on caregiving. c. Garcia, Angela. “Blood Relative.” Pp. 111-149 in The pastoral clinic: Addiction and  dispossession along the Rio Grande. University of California Press, 2010.
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4/18 FINAL PAPER DUE AT 5PM 
4/21 Public health 
a. Kate Mason, Infectious Change: Reinventing Chinese Public Health after an Epidemic. Forthcoming, Stanford University Press 
b. Introduction to Hahn, Robert A., and Marcia Inhorn. Anthropology and public health:  bridging differences in culture and society. Oxford University Press, 2009.  c. Farmer, Paul, Matthew Basilico, Vanessa Kerry, Madeleine Ballard, Anne Becker, Gene  Bukhman, Ophelia Dahl, Andy Ellner, Louise, David Jones, John Meara, Joia Mukherjee,  Amy Sievers, Alyssa Myamoto. “Global Health Priorities for the early Twenty-First  Century.” Pp. 302-339 in Farmer, Paul, Jom Yong Kim, Arthur Kleinman, and Matthew  Basilico. Reimagining Global Health: An Introduction. University of California Press,  2013. 
d. Biehl, João, and Adriana Petryna. “Critical Global Health.” Pp. 1-22 in Biehl, João, and  Adriana Petryna, eds. When people come first: critical studies in global health. Princeton  University Press, 2013.  
4/22 Harvard-Yale Medical Anthropology Colloquium 
Highly recommended annual event. Colloquium 1-4 PM, reception 4-5 PM. Location  TBC.
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