Guidelines for MAQ Book/Film Reviews


Thank you for agreeing to serve as a book/film reviewer for Medical Anthropology Quarterly. Your review should be submitted to the MAQ Book Review Editor within one month of receiving the book/film(s), which you may keep. If a delay is likely, please notify the Book Review Editor at MAQbook@mail.sdsu.edu,or (619) 594-6591. Specific criteria and procedures are as follows.
Substance of the Review:

Please consider the following points in preparing your book review:
· Evaluate the item(s) in light of MAQ’s statement of purpose: To stimulate debate on and development of the ideas and methods in medical anthropology and to explore the relationships of medical anthropology to health practice, the parent discipline of anthropology, and to other disciplines concerned with human illness and wellness. 
· Avoid dry formulaic reviews (e.g., in chapter 1; in chapter 2); instead, focus on the book’s purpose, key point(s), methods, and style.
· Address the book’s importance to the (sub)field, and integration with relevant literature. 
· Consider the book’s relevance for teaching at various levels. 
· Consider both strengths and weaknesses. 
· Focus on the book, not the author(s); be free of ad hominum attacks.

· Special considerations:

· For multiple book/film reviews, comparison is encouraged. 
· For edited volumes, you may comment on several (perhaps strongest and weakest) of the individual chapters but be certain to address the book’s overall integration and impact.

· If a second or later edition, changes from the earlier edition(s) should be noted. 
· The more substantive your comments are on the purpose, content, and style of the book, the more informative they are to our journal’s readers. 
Form of Review
· Begin your review as follows:

· Review of single book: Full title of book, author, City of publication: Publisher, year of publication, # of Roman numeral numbered pages + number of regularly numbered pages (you may copy this information from your assignment letter).  

· Example: Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, J. K. Rowling, New York: Arthur A. Levine Books, 1999, ix  +  435 pp.
· Review of multiple books: begin each book listing (format above) on a new line
· Review of film or video: Full title. Produced by (name of Co.). Released (date), Distributed by (name), location of distributor, length.

· Example: Star Trek: Generations. Paramount Pictures. Released 1994, Distributed by Paramount Pictures, Hollywood, CA, 117 min.

· Be sure to include your full name and affiliation.
· If you must include references, please limit them to two or three (zero is preferred).
· Word count for single books/films: 750–1250; Multiple books/films: 1250–2250.
Submission Procedures
· Please return your review via electronic mail to the Book Review Editor, 
EJ Sobo, at MAQbook@mail.sdsu.edu and make sure that MAQ Book Review (your last name) appears in the subject heading of your email. 
· Retain a copy of the review for your files.
· We will examine your review, contact you with any questions, and then submit the review to MAQ staff for copyediting and subsequent publication. (You will not see page proofs unless special arrangements are made; due to copyediting, your review may differ somewhat from the review as submitted.) 
The MAQ Editor, Book Review Editor, Editorial Board, and staff thank you for your willingness to undertake this book review.
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