FALL 2001 SYLLABUS

Social Medicine 700

The Social Roots of Health and Disease

Jim Yong Kim, Arachu Castro, Ken Fox, Joyce V. Millen,

Joia Mukherjee, Paul Farmer, and Heidi Behforouz

Tuesdays 1:00-3:00 pm (MEC 227) &

Two evening seminars, Tuesdays 6-8 pm (DSM, 2nd floor Conference Room)

Jim Yong Kim, MD, Ph.D.:  617-1432-2575 or jimkimpih@attglobal.net
Arachu Castro, Ph.D., MPH: 617-432-6038 or arachu_castro@hms.harvard.edu
Ken Fox, MD:  617-432-2574 or kennylf@aol.com
Joyce V. Millen, Ph.D., MPH: 617-432-5258 or jmillen@pih.org
Joia Mukherjee, MD, MPH: 617-432-5278 or jmukher@attglobal.net
Paul Farmer, MD, Ph.D.: 617-432-3718 or pihpaul@aol.com
Heidi Behforouz, MD: hbehforouz@partners.org   

This course will explore central issues and key questions in social medicine. How do social forces become embodied as pathologies? What are pressing ethical considerations in the practice of contemporary medicine? How do political, economic, and historic trends influence the distribution of disease among different populations? How will new trends in the organization of healthcare affect the most vulnerable members of society?  

The course is taught by a team of physicians and medical anthropologists engaged in the practice of social medicine in Haiti, Peru, Russia, Mexico, and the United States. It is organized in three sections: the foundations of the course, the praxis of social medicine, and a look at the future of global health . Classes are designed to include a combination of lecture, case studies, debate, and discussion.

Course requirements: 

· Attendance and participation in the discussions. 

· Three reflection papers (one page each, singled spaced).

· Final paper (ten to fifteen pages, doubled spaced). 

Recommended book, available in paperback:

Kim JY, Millen JV, Irwin A, Gershman J, Dying for Growth: Global Inequality and the Health of the Poor. Monroe, Maine: Common Courage, 2000.

Reading packet:

A reading packet will be provided without cost to all students registered for the course.  
Schedule and Readings

FIRST SECTION: THE FOUNDATIONS

1. September 11:  Jim Y. Kim, Arachu Castro, Joyce V. Millen, and Ken Fox

Introduction to the Course: Social Roots of Health and Disease

Case Study 1: The Synergy of HIV and Poverty

Readings:

· Waitzkin H, Iriart C, Estrada A, Lamadrid S, “Social medicine in Latin America: Productivity and dangers facing the major national groups,” Lancet 2001, 358:315-323.

· Farmer PE.  “Medicine and social justice,” America 1995; 173(2):13-17.

· Rosen G. “What is Social Medicine?,” Bulletin of the History of Medicine 1947; 21:674-733.

2. September 18: Heidi Behforouz and Joia Mukherjee

Women, Poverty, and AIDS

Readings: 

· Farmer P. “Women, Poverty, and AIDS,” in Farmer P, Connors M, Simmons J (eds.). Women, Poverty and AIDS: Sex, Drugs and Structural Violence. Monroe, ME: Common Courage, 1996: 3-38.
· Simmons J, Farmer P, Schoepf BG. “A Global Perspective,” in Farmer P, Connors M, Simmons J (eds.). Women, Poverty and AIDS: Sex, Drugs and Structural Violence. Monroe, ME: Common Courage, 1996: 39-90.

3. September 25: Joyce V. Millen and Joia Mukherjee

AIDS in Africa

      Case Study: Nsanga’s Story

Readings: 

· Schoepf BG, Schoepf C, Millen JV, “Theoretical Therapies, Remote Remedies: SAPs and the Political Ecology of Poverty and Health in Africa,” in Kim JY et al. Dying for Growth: Global Inequality and the Health of the Poor. Monroe, ME: Common Courage, 2000:91-125.

· UNAIDS, “Socio Economic Impact of AIDS in Africa (slides)”. October 2000.

4. October 2:  Joyce V. Millen and Arachu Castro

Dying for Growth: Transnational Corporations and the Health of the Poor

Case Study: Infant Formula Manufacturers and the HIV Pandemic 

Readings:

· Millen JV and Holtz TH, “Dying for Growth, Part I: Transnational Corporations and the Health of the Poor,” in Kim JY et al. Dying for Growth: Global Inequality and the Health of the Poor. Monroe, ME: Common Courage, 2000:177-223.

· Yamey G, “The milk of human kindness,” British Medical Journal 2001; 322: 57.
· Castro A and Mukherjee JS, “Focusing on treatment as the formula to prevent mother to child transmission of HIV,” British Medical Journal, electronic letter published on March 13, 2001, http://bmj.com/cgi/eletters/322/7277/57#EL13. 
· Castro A, Marchand-Lucas L,  “Does Authoritative Knowledge in Infant Nutrition Lead to Successful Breastfeeding? A Critical Perspective,” in Linda M. Whiteford and Lenore H. Manderson (eds.) Global Health Policy, Local Realities: The Fallacy of the Level Playing Field. Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2000, pp. 233-263.
SECOND SECTION: SOCIAL MEDICINE PRAXIS

5. October 9: Paul Farmer

The Praxis of Social Medicine I: Zanmi Lasante and the Health of the Haitian Poor

First reflection paper due. 

Evening seminar and dinner

Readings:

· Farmer PE, “The Vitality of Practice,” in Farmer PE, Infections and Inequalities: The Modern Plagues.  Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1999.

· Farmer PE, “Haiti’s lost years: lessons for the Americas,” Current Issues in Public Health 1996; 2(3):143-151.

· Farmer P, Léandre F, Mukherjee JS, Claude MS, Nevil P, Smith-Fawzi MC, Koenig SP, Castro A, Becerra MC, Sachs J, Attaran A, Kim JY, 2001, “Community-based approaches to HIV treatment in resource-poor settings,” Lancet 358:404-409.

6. October 16: Jaime Bayona and Jim Y. Kim

The Praxis of Social Medicine II: Community-Based Approaches to Health in a Peruvian Shantytown

Case Study: Multidrug-Resistant Tuberculosis 

· Farmer PE, Bayona J, Becerra M, Furin J, Henry C, Hiatt H, Kim JY, Mitnick CD, Nardell E, Shin S. “The dilemma of MDRTB in the global era,” Int J Tuberc Lung Dis 1998a;2(11):869-876.

· Kim JY et al., “A window of opportunity: Halting drug resistant TB,” in Global Plan to Stop TB. Geneva: Stop TB and Partners In Health, 2001 (To be given out in class).
· Becerra M et al. “Using treatment failure under effective directly observed short-course chemotherapy programs to identify patients with multidrug-resistant tuberculosis,” Int J Tuberc Lung Dis 2000;4(2):108-114.

7. October 23: Ken Fox 

Racial Inequalities and Health Outcomes

Readings:

· Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs. Black-white disparities in health care.  JAMA 1990; 263(17):2344-2346.

· Schulman K, et al.  “The effect of race and sex on physician’s recommendations for cardiac catheterization,” NEJM 1999; 340:618-626.

8. October 30: Mary-Jo DelVecchio Good 

The Political Economy of Hope: Clinical Narratives in Oncology 

Readings:

· Good MD. “Clinical Realities and Moral Dilemmas: Contrasting Perspectives from Academic Medicine in Kenya, Tanzania, and America,” Daedalus 1999; 128(4):167-196.

· Good MD.  “Introduction to Part III,” in American Medicine: The Quest for Competence.  Berkeley, CA:  University of California Press, 1995:171-174.

· Good MD.  “Competence and Clinical Narratives in Oncology,” in American Medicine: The Quest For Competence.  Berkeley, CA:  University of California Press, 1995:177-196.

· Good MD.  “Cultural studies of biomedicine:  an agenda for research,” Social Science and Medicine 1995; 41(4):461-473.

9. November 6: Ken Fox

The Praxis of Social Medicine III: Violence Prevention in Roxbury

Readings:

· Bindman AB et al.  “Preventable hospitalizations and access to health care,”  JAMA 1995; 274(4):305-311.

· McCord C, Freeman H.  “Excess mortality in Harlem,”  NEJM 1990; 322(3):173-177.

· Sampson RJ, Raudenbush SW, Earls F.  “Neighborhoods and violent crime: a multilevel study of Collective efficacy,”  Science 1997; 277:918-924.

THIRD SECTION: LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

10. November 13:  Julius Richmond

Tobacco Industry and the Future of Tobacco Control

Second reflection paper due.

Readings:

· Richmond JB, Brandt A, “Out of touch,” The Boston Globe, July 27, 2000.

· Richmond JB, “Building the Next Generation of Healthy People,” Public Health Reports 1999; 114:213-217.

11. November 20: Carole Mitnick

Health and Human Rights: Tuberculosis in Prisons

Case Study: Access to TB Treatment in Siberia
· Kimerling ME, Kluge H, Vezhnina N, Iacovazzi T, Demeulenaere T, Portaels F, Matthys F, “Inadequacy of the current WHO re-treatment regimen in a central Siberian prison: treatment failure and MDRTB,” Int J Tuberc Lung Dis 1999;3(5):451-453.

· Farmer PE. “Cruel and unusual: drug-resistant tuberculosis as punishment,” in Stern V, Jones R (eds.). Sentenced to Die? The Problem of TB in Prisons in East and Central Europe and Central Asia. London: Penal Reform International; 1999.

12. November 27: Leon Eisenberg  

Future of Health Care Reform

Case Study: Health Care in the US, Canada, and Cuba

Readings:

· Morgan RO, et al.  “The Medicare-HMO revolving door – the healthy go in and the sick go out,”  NEJM 1997; 337(3): 169-175.

· Eisenberg L, “Medicine – molecular, monetary, or more than both?,” JAMA 1995; 274(4): 331-334.

· Eisenberg L, “Whatever happened to the faculty on the way to the agora?,” Archives of Internal Medicine 1999; 159:2251-6.

· Campbell EG, Weissman JS, Blumenthal D,  “Relationship between market competition and the activities and attitudes of medical school faculty,” JAMA 1997; 278:222-226.

· Richmond JB, Eisenberg L, “Medical Professionalism in Society,” NEJM 2000; 342(17):1288.

13. December 4: Jim Yong Kim

Access to Antiretrovirals and Anti-tuberculosis Drugs

Reflection paper for third section due.

Readings:

· Farmer P, “Prevention without treatment is not sustainable,” National AIDS Bulletin (Australia) 2000; 13(6):6-9.

· Gupta R, Kim JY, Espinal M, Caudron JM, Pecoul B, Farmer P, Raviglione M, “Responding to market failures in tuberculosis control,” Science 2001; 293 (5532): 1049-1051.

· Cochrane J, “Narrowing the gap: access to HIV treatments in developing countries. A pharmaceutical company’s perspective,” Journal of Medical Ethics 2000; 26:47-50.

· Individual Members of the Faculty of Harvard University, Consensus Statement on Antiretroviral Treatment for AIDS in Poor Countries, 2001.

14. December 11: Jim Yong Kim, Ken Fox, Joyce V. Millen, and Arachu Castro

Health as a Human Right?

Final Papers Due.
Evening seminar and dinner.

Readings:

· “Righting Wrongs – Human Rights,” The Economist, August 16, 2001.
· Farmer PE.  “Pathologies of power: Rethinking health and human rights,” American Journal of Public Health 1999; 89(10):1-11.
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