Dear SMA Colleagues,

Please read the following message for important information regarding upcoming deadlines for the next AAA Meeting in Chicago, November 20-24, 2013.  This information can also be accessed on the Society for Medical Anthropology’s website, using the following link: http://medanthro.net/AAA2012CFP.html.

Here is summary of deadlines for the various proposal types:
February 6- Deadline for executive session proposals.
March 1- Decisions on executive sessions announced.
March 15- Proposal deadline for section invited sessions, installations and public policy forums.
April 4- Results of section invited session proposals announced.
April 15- Proposal deadline for volunteered sessions, individual paper and poster presentations, roundtables, and special events. 
April 15- To be included in the 2013 AAA Annual Meeting program, participants must be registered by this date.
For more detailed information see:

http://www.aaanet.org/meetings/presenters/ProposalSubmissionTypes.cfm
Executive Sessions. A small number of executive sessions will be selected that speak directly to the conference theme and serve to engage the broad constituency of anthropologists and our interlocutors.  Especially encouraged are proposals that draw out anthropology’s shifting place in the world in the widest sense: conceptual, political, social, economic. Such sessions can be traditional panels with papers, but we also encourage these to take different formats. 

Invited Sessions. The SMA welcomes proposals for Invited Session status. Guidelines are the same as for regular panels, with the following exceptions: proposals must be submitted online via the online abstract submission system by 5:00 PM EDT on March 15, 2013 to receive full consideration. The system opens on the AAA website beginning February 15. Submissions consist of two sets of information: (1) a session abstract of no more than 500 words, keywords, length of session, anticipated attendance, presenter names and roles, to be submitted by the panel organizer(s); and (2) individual abstracts (of no more than 250 words), paper title and keywords, to be submitted by individual presenters. Incomplete proposals will not be accepted. 

In addition to the criteria for regularly submitted sessions, organizers of sessions to be proposed for Invited status should make sure their proposals also meet the criteria of importance of topic, timeliness, and relevance to conference theme.  Institutional diversity among panel participants is also an important consideration. SMA has only 3-5 Invited slots (the number depends on whether sessions chosen are double- or single- sessions, and whether one or two of them are co-sponsored with another AAA subgroup). Thus single (versus double) sessions have a greater chance of acquiring approval. Finally, please let Program Committee Co-Chairs, Alex Edmonds (a.b.edmonds@uva.nl) and Becky Read-Wahidi (mrread@crimson.ua.edu) know if you think your panel would be appropriate for co-sponsorship with another section of the AAA. Co-sponsorship can increase the number of sessions that SMA can invite. We will notify organizers selected for invited status by April 4, 2013. Discussants and Chairs must be registered by the April 15, 2013 final deadline in order to appear on the 2013 Annual Meeting Program.
Roundtables . We encourage submissions of roundtable proposals since they can provide more time for intellectual exchange and audience interaction than other panel types.  No papers are presented in this format. The organizer will submit an abstract for the roundtable but participants will not present papers or submit abstracts. A roundtable presenter is a major role, having the same weight as a paper presentation. All organizers and roundtable presenters must register. The normal deadline for roundtable submission is April 15; however, note that roundtables can also request invited status, in which case proposals must be submitted before March 15.
Media submissions, Installations, public policy forums and other proposal types

See the AAA website for more information:

http://www.aaanet.org/meetings/presenters/Proposal-Types.cfm
A Note About Panel Size. The SMA is a very large section. To maximize the overall number of presenter slots, we encourage session organizers to fill available timeslots to the best of their ability. We recommend that all single panels include six speakers (presenters or discussants), with a maximum of one discussion slot. 

Double Sessions. It is increasingly difficult to justify double sessions. Before submitting double panels, organizers should think carefully about the panel’s purpose and membership. Could the same ideas be conveyed in half the time? Some single panels likewise suffer from disorganization. Slotted for 1.75 hours, a single panel has seven 15-minute time slots.  It typically includes 4-6 papers, no breaks, a maximum of two discussants, and perhaps one discussion period.  We do encourage including a discussion period.  If the organizer(s) intend to provide an opening statement, this should occupy a full time slot. All time slots are 15 minutes long, whether reserved for introductory remarks, individual papers, discussant time, or open/audience discussion. Time slot lengths should not be altered.

Befriend Your Neighbor. The SMA receives a very large number of individual paper submissions. The Program committee takes seriously its task of organizing strong papers into cohesive and well-balanced sessions. Submitting a paper individually, however, is risky business, and thus authors should consider organizing their own panels (one might extend a call for participants through the SMA website). 
Posters. Poster submissions have grown in recent years. Posters offer an easy and compelling method for presenting research findings, and a format that allows for more audience interaction than does a panel. The SMA welcomes poster submissions!

Please direct any questions to the Program Committee Co-Chairs, Alex Edmonds (a.b.edmonds@uva.nl) and Becky Read-Wahidi (mrread@crimson.ua.edu).
We look forward to seeing you in Chicago!

Alex and Becky
